
Now, more than ever, we need to take care of each other and our 
community. Lacey has many organizations and people who do 
amazing things that make it a great place to live, work, and play.  
To encourage these efforts, each year the City and our  
Compassionate Community Partners — North Thurston Public 
Schools (NTPS) and Lacey South Sound Chamber — adopt a  
project to support by fundraising. 

The 4th Annual Compassionate Community Project will benefit Lacey's Food Bank Pantry 
project, the final phase of the Thurston County Food Bank's new Lacey site. This year’s project 
kicks off on World Food Day — Friday, October 16 — with a fundraising goal of $100,000. (See 
back for more information about the Lacey Food Bank.)

How You Can Help
Due to COVID-19 social-gathering limitations, rather than have a kick-off event, we will share 
a video on the Compassionate Community Partners’ social media sites highlighting the  
project and how you can get involved.

Each Partner will have opportunities for the community to participate, including adding a 
donation when paying your City utility bill, contributing to a NTPS coin drive, and more.

Watch for more information in future newsletters and our Facebook 
page. You can also contact Jenny Bauersfeld, Community Relations 
Specialist, at JBauersf@ci.lacey.wa.us or (360) 438-2621 for details.
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Celebrate fall!

LACEY PARKS & REC ADDS MORE RECREATION 
OPTIONS FOR FALL
During the pandemic with limited choices for in-person community events and recreation, 
our Parks & Recreation Department continues to work hard to provide virtual and at-home 
options. This fall, they have expanded the choices to include “do-it-yourself” fun!

Lacey Live • Laugh • Learn Box	
In simple terms - it’s a box of fun that brings recreation to your 
home! It contains items to get you moving, learning, and having fun! 
Plus, it will include other surprises, too! You can select from 2 boxes: 
Individual or Family option. To add to the fun, you will have access to 
“how to” videos for your items.

Halloween Mystery Scavenger Hunt – Fun for all ages!
Follow the clues, hidden in “no touch” locations throughout Lacey's parks, to help you solve 
riddles and puzzles to find the treasure! You can do this on your own, as a family, or with a 
group of friends. You can even form teams and challenge each other to see who can solve 
the mystery first!  You can do this activity at your leisure, between Oct. 23 and Nov. 1.

Get More Information & Register
To get more information and registration details on these programs, and to view the full list 
of fall recreation offerings, visit ci.lacey.wa.us/RecGuide. 

#LaceyUnited#LaceyUnited

History Talks!  
In Search of the  
Treaty Tree

Tuesday, October 20, 6 p.m. 
Online: Zoom
Visit LaceyMuseum.org and click  
on "Events" in the left column  
for registration details.

FREE!

History talks!History talks!
with the Lacey Museumwith the Lacey Museum  
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COMPASSIONATE COMMUNITY PARTNERS  
ANNOUNCE 2020-21 PROJECT
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PREVENT LOCAL FLOODING: Keep Storm Drains Clear
As the rainy season approaches, you can help keep storm drains 
clear and reduce the risk of local flooding by picking up leaves 
and other yard waste from your property. Other things to keep 
in mind:

•	 Never blow or sweep yard debris into the roadway.
•	 Use leaves to mulch planting beds to provide winter  

protection for plants.
•	 Dispose of unwanted leaves in your organics cart or compost pile.
•	 Maintain gutters, downspouts, rain barrels, etc. by keeping them clean, 

flowing, and directed away from properties or hillsides.

If you see major flooding or cannot clear a drain,  
contact Lacey's Maintenance Center  
at (360) 491-5644.

Every year from October to May, 
our Public Works Water  
Operations Division flush the 
main water lines to keep them 
clear and clean. This preventative- 
maintenance practice, called 
unidirectional water line flushing, 
removes sediment and mineral 
build up from the water lines and 
requires large volumes of water.

So, if you see large amounts of 
water flowing down the street 
into storm drains — look around 
for our crews, they may be  
flushing the lines in the area. They 
will post signs in the area, as well.

The flushing program will not 
disrupt your service. However,  
if you have questions or concerns, 
contact Linsey Fields at  
(360) 486-8707 or  
WaterResources@ci.lacey.wa.us.

WHAT'S ALL  
THAT WATER?

http://www.ci.lacey.wa.us
http://www.ci.lacey.wa.us
http://www.ci.lacey.wa.us
http://www.ci.lacey.wa.us/RecGuide
http://www.ci.lacey.wa.us/museum-main/museum-home/
mailto:WaterResources%40ci.lacey.wa.us?subject=
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The Lacey Police Department is accepting applications for  
Lacey Community Representatives for the Independent  
Investigations Team (IIT). The IIT was established in 2018 by the 
passage of I-940, an initiative that requires law enforcement 
to receive violence de-escalation, mental-health, and first-aid 
training, and provide first aid. It also changes the standards  
for use of deadly force, adding a "good faith" standard and 
independent investigation. 

The IIT includes law enforcement investigators, civilian crime-
scene specialists, and community representatives. The IIT will 
conduct criminal investigations into police-involved, deadly 
force incidents. Lacey Community Representatives would be activated in the event Lacey 
Police officers are involved in a deadly force incident to provide transparency to the  
investigatory process. 

Applicants must live or work in the City of Lacey, pass a police background fingerprint and 
criminal history check, and be:

•	 Able to remain unbiased, objective, and maintain a high level of confidentiality. 
•	 Willing to commit to a minimum two-year term.
•	 Available to respond to briefings and investigative meetings during an investigation. 

As established by I-940, the final selection of IIT Community Representatives is at the Police 
Chief's discretion. 

How to Apply and Get More Information
To apply, download an application at ci.lacey.wa.us/Police and submit it to Lacey Police, 
Attention: Office of the Chief of Police, 420 College St SE, Lacey, WA 98503, by 5 p.m. Friday, 
October 30. 

For more information, contact the Office of Chief of Police at PoliceChief@ci.lacey.wa.us or
(360) 438-2652.

COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVES NEEDED  
FOR INDEPENDENT INVESTIGATIONS TEAM

In early 2018, Lacey created a drone program to help 
the City improve project management, save time and 
money, and increase employee safety. Currently, the 
City has 3 Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs or drones) 
and 12 staff who are Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA) licensed pilots, in addition to their traditional job 
duties. 

The City’s Information Services (IS) Department  
manages the drone program and ensures all drone 
operations are conducted in a manner that protects the 
privacy of Lacey residents. IS documents the date, time, 
and location of all drone operations for public records, and develops training and operational 
guidelines to ensure the City complies with strict FAA regulations, including that UAVs must:

•	 Fly below 400 feet.
•	 Stay within visual range. 
•	 Not fly over groups of people. 
•	 Not operate at night unless the operation obtains a waiver. 

In addition to a drone pilot, the City uses a visual observer to keep operations as safe as  
possible.  

Over the past two years, the City conducted a  
number of drone missions that significantly  
improved the efficiency of many projects. For  
example, during the recent Nisqually Delta flood, 
Public Works used a drone to quickly assess flood  
conditions and determine the impacts to City 
wells. They have also used aerial photos to check 
the progress and accuracy of road-construction 
projects. The Police Department has used their  
specialized drone to conduct accident  
reconstructions and investigations, which  
allowed them to collect the necessary  

data and clear accident sites in minutes rather than hours. Drones also help them locate 
crime suspects and will be a great resource to conduct search and rescue efforts, when  
needed. Several City departments utilize drones to take aerial photos for a variety of uses.

These are just a few examples of how the drone program benefits the City and our residents.

DRONES BENEFIT THE CITY IN MANY WAYS

Mavic Pro drone in action!

Drones helped the City quicky assess  
the impacts of the Nisqually Delta flood.

The Independent 
 Investigations Team was 
established in 2018 by the 

passage of I-940.

In June 2018, the Thurston County 
Food Bank (TCFB) and the  
Compassionate Community  
Partners held a groundbreaking 
event for the new Lacey Food 
Bank. The Lacey location (7027 
Martin Way East) was created in 
response to an 11% increase in 
usage at the Food Bank’s Client 
Services Center in Olympia. In 
addition, 22% of the people using 
the services live in Lacey. 

The TCFB developed the Lacey 
Food Bank in three phases: Victory 
Garden, Farm Stand, and Food 
Pantry.

Phase 1:  Victory Garden 
A designated garden space at the 
far back of the property is leased 
to Garden Raised Bounty (GRuB), 
which serves as a therapeutic 
garden for Veterans. This space 
opened in summer 2019 and has 
been tremendously successful.

Phase 2:  Farm Stand
In fall 2019, TCFB held a soft 
opening of the farm stand, which 
is located at the front portion of 
the site. During this time, Lacey 
residents received fresh fruits and 
vegetables in a farm-like setting in 
their own neighborhood. Watch 
for information about the full 
opening of the Farm Stand.

Phase 3: Food Pantry 
Located at the center of the site, 
the old-fashioned general store 
will function much like the client 
service center in downtown  
Olympia as a place where people 
can come weekly or monthly  
to receive food. The building  
design is complete and  
fundraising for this third phase 
is on-going. (See Compassionate 
Community Project article on 
front for ways to assist.)

For more information about the 
TCFB, including services available 
during the pandemic, and the 
Lacey Food Bank, visit  
ThurstonCountyFoodBank.org 
or call (360) 352-8597.

WORK CONTINUES 
ON LACEY FOOD 
BANK 

http://www.ci.lacey.wa.us
http://www.ci.lacey.wa.us
http://www.ci.lacey.wa.us/Police
mailto:PoliceChief%40ci.lacey.wa.us?subject=
http://ThurstonCountyFoodBank.org

