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 Chapter 2.3 
 Less Lethal Tools 
    

  
Verbal Warnings Prior to Deployment  
Where feasible, a warning should be given before an officer uses any less lethal tool 
on an individual. A specific warning that force is about to be used is not required by 
this policy, only that a warning be given if feasible. This will be documented in the 
narrative of the Officer’s police report and reasons detailed if not feasible. 
 
Training  
Qualifications/re-certification will be conducted at least every other year for all less 
lethal tools. Training on use of force and deadly force will be conducted at least 
yearly. 
 
Aerosol Restraints 
The aerosol subject restraint is a formulation of a "Tincture of Oleoresin capsicum" 
packaged in an aerosol projector commonly called "OC10". OC10 is a non-lethal 
nontoxic product, which acts as an inflammatory agent when exposed to the mucous 
membranes. OC10 issued by the department is the only aerosol product authorized 
for use in the performance of police duties.  It is mandatory that all Patrol Officers 
carry OC10 when in uniform.   
 
All Officers will be issued OC10 and certified in its use. A record of completion shall 
be entered into the officer's training file.   
 
The OC10 canister is only to be in the officer's hand if he or she intends to use it.  It 
should not be prematurely drawn nor used as a bluff.  When OC10 is used it shall be 
mentioned in the narrative of the police report so that follow-up investigators, 
prosecutors, etc. will be aware that it was used.   
 
Before using OC10 officers should attempt other reasonable means of apprehension 
or defense. OC10 shall only be used in the circumstances when it is necessary to 
overcome physical force or resistance likely to result in injury to the officer, suspect, 
or others after exhausting other possible alternatives to achieve the desired means. 
 
A large canister of OC10 will be maintained in the field supervisor’s vehicle. This 
canister may be used for crowd control situations and special applications. This 
canister shall only be used with authorization from the on- duty supervisor. 
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First Aid  
After an aerosol restraint, conducted electrical weapon, impact device, or extended 
range impact device has been used, an Aid or Medic Unit shall be called to the 
scene. The arresting officer shall also render first aid as soon as possible. First aid 
for aerosol restraints consists of flushing the face and eyes with cold water or optical 
saline solution. Jail personnel should be advised that the suspect has been exposed 
to OC10, a conducted electrical weapon, impact device, or extended range impact 
device prior to arrival at the jail.  Medical treatment will not be refused for anyone who 
has requested it. 
 
Conducted Electrical Weapon (CEW) commonly referred to as a “Taser” 
Officers shall successfully complete a training and certification class prior to being 
issued a CEW. Each CEW shall be individually assigned, and listed by serial number. 
The CEW will be carried by all Patrol Officers while on duty in the field.  
All Officers authorized to carry a CEW shall adhere to the following procedures as 
well as the manual of the CEW, and training and certification course(s). Authorized 
officers may only carry a department issued CEW cartridges. 
 
1) Applications 
All CEW applications shall conform to the principles outlined in this policy and the 
training and certification program. The use of a CEW must be both reasonable and 
necessary given the severity of the crime at issue. Whenever feasible, verbal 
warning(s) should be given to the suspect prior to the application of the CEW and an 
opportunity to comply given.  
A CEW may be used: 

A. When the suspect poses an immediate threat of harm to officer(s) or 
others, 

B. When public safety interests dictate a subject needs to be taken into 
custody and the level of resistance presented by the subject is likely to 
cause injury to the officer or to the subject if hands-on control tactics are 
used.  

 
a) The CEW is not meant to be used in deadly force situations.  A CEW should not 

be used without a firearm back up in situations where there is a substantial threat 
toward the officer(s) or others. 

b) The CEW should not be used on passively resisting subjects defined as “dead 
weight”, refusing to move or “come along”, simply refusing to obey verbal 
commands, or subjects who are handcuffed. 

c) At the earliest practical opportunity, the shift supervisor shall be notified and 
respond to the scene of a potential or completed application of a CEW. 
Preferably, and whenever possible, a supervisor shall be on-scene during an 
incident where the use of a CEW is considered. It is recognized, however, that on-
scene supervisory command may not always be possible or timely. 

  
2) Deployment Considerations 
The recommended point of aim is low-center of mass for the frontal target area when 
firing a CEW. Back shots remain the preferred target area when practical. The head, 
face, and upper front chest area should not be intentionally targeted unless an 
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appropriate higher level of force can be justified. The blue highlighted area on the 
below target represents the preferred target areas.  
 

 
A. The primary risk of serious injury or death during a CEW deployment is risk 

related to falls. Users should avoid deploying a CEW on subjects who are in 
an elevated position where there is a risk of falling from a dangerous height. 

B.   The use of a CEW against children, the elderly, pregnant women and people 
who have heart disease (when recognized) should be avoided unless the 
situation excludes other reasonable options.  

C.   When dealing with exhausted individuals or persons exhibiting systems of 
distress or agitated/excited delirium it is important to minimize the duration of 
the physical struggle and immediately summon medical aid. 

  
3) Post-application procedures 

a) Whenever a CEW is applied, an Aid or Medic Unit shall be called to the scene.  
Fire/Medical unit attention is required for all CEW applications where or not the 
officer removes the probe(s). Medical treatment will not be refused for anyone 
who has requested it. 

b) Immediate action should be taken to care for the injured, to apprehend any 
suspects, and to protect the scene. 

c) Once the subject is restrained or has complied, the CEW will be turned off. 
d) Expended CEW darts and cartridges shall be handled as a biohazard and 

(unless required to be retained as evidence or to document malfunction) shall 
be disposed of in properly marked biohazard containers. 

e) Barring emergency, qualified medical personnel at an authorized medical 
facility shall be responsible for removing CEW darts that penetrate an 
individual’s skin located in a sensitive area such as the face, neck, groin, or 
breast. Removal of probes in other areas will be done by the officer(s). 
Officers will insure necessary first aid is administered following the removal of 
the probes. 

f) Photographs will be taken of the probe impact sites and other related injuries. 
g) Attempt to locate and identify any and all witnesses to the incident. 

 
4) Reporting the use of a CEW 

a) When a CEW is deployed on an individual, involved personnel shall follow the 
Department use of physical force reporting procedures.  

b) When a CEW is deployed, the supervisor shall download a use report of the 
CEW used and attach it to the use of force report form. 
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c) Officer’s reports should specifically articulate the following points for each pull 
of a CEW’s trigger during a use of force incident  in addition to the general 
report writing guidelines for use of force incidents: 
1. Was the subject exhibiting active resistance, static resistance, passive 

resistance, or flight? 
2. What specific action(s) or inaction(s) was the subject displaying?  
3. Was a verbal warning given prior to the CEW application? 
4. What was the warning? 
5. If no warning was given – why? 
6. Was the suspect given a chance to comply with verbal instructions before 

the CEW application? 
 
5) Replacement CEW cartridges and batteries: 
Officers are individually responsible for obtaining replacement CEW cartridges and 
batteries when they deplete their supply. The Administrative Sergeant shall maintain 
control and record the inventory of replacement cartridges and batteries. 
 
Tactics 
Officers are not required to nor are expected to use a lesser amount of force than is 
being threatened. De-escalation techniques should be used whenever feasible to 
increase officer safety and reduce the level of force required to resolve an incident. 
Less Lethal tools provide officers additional options that may serve to resolve 
situations, short of using lethal force.  
 
Officers must use their best judgment, instincts, and training in considering the totality 
of the circumstances including the options available to them and whether the 
circumstances exist for a successful application of a less lethal option. 
  
Impact Devices 
The objective of the Department is to provide officers with authorized impact devices 
and to provide the training necessary to use these tools in a safe and competent 
manner. The following items are issued and authorized by the department to be used 
as impact devices: 
A. Side handle / straight baton. 
B. Expandable straight baton (ASP baton), not to exceed a length of 26 inches. 
C. Flashlight.   
D. Less lethal extended range impact devices 
 
The use and possession of non-lethal devices by Department members is governed 
by this use of force procedure, both on and off duty. Each commissioned officer shall 
be issued one expandable baton (ASP) and holder. Any impact device is only to be in 
the officer's hand if he or she intends to use it. When any impact device is used, its 
use should still be mentioned in the officer’s report so that follow-up investigators, 
prosecutors, etc. will be aware that it was used.  
 
An impact device is to be considered a defensive tool carried for the officer's 
protection. Before using an impact device officers should attempt other reasonable 
means of apprehension or defense. When an impact device must be used it should 
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be used only to that degree of force necessary to defend the officer, to protect others, 
or to affect the apprehension of a suspect or suspects.  
 
Any ASP or batons issued by the department shall not be altered or weighted in any 
way. The issued ASP or baton are the only batons officers are authorized to use in 
the performance of their police duties. It is recommended that a baton be carried on 
every call, but the carrying of a baton on duty is not mandatory. Patrol Officers will be 
required to be certified by a department baton instructor.  
 
Other Impact Devices 
The department recognizes that officers may become involved in situations where the 
use of other, non-issued, impact devices may be necessary to deliver force to protect 
themselves and/ or others. Though it may not be the intended purpose of the device, 
the officer will be required to articulate the reason for its use.   
 
Less-Lethal Extended Range Impact Devices 
The Department recognizes that combative, non-compliant, armed, or violent 
subjects cause handling and control problems that require special training and 
equipment. The department has a less-lethal force philosophy to assist with the de-
escalation of these potentially violent confrontations. The intent of this philosophy is 
to empower officers to utilize specially designed devices to cause the incapacitation, 
with a low probability of serious physical injury or death, of subjects so that they are 
not able to continue behavior that is dangerous. 
 
The potential for causing serious injury or death with less lethal devices is always 
present, and decisions regarding deployment of the devices must be made with that 
in mind. The potential of death is greatly reduced when impacts to the head and neck 
are avoided, and when timely medical examination is provided to any subject struck 
with a less lethal projectile. The current less lethal impact devices in use by the 
Department is the Sage SL6-37mm Multi-Shot Projectile Launcher, 40mm launcher, 
Pepper Ball launcher, and Impact Munitions shotgun. 
 
SL6-37mm Multi-Shot Projectile Launcher and 40mm Projectile Launcher: 
1. Although the SL6 and 40mm launchers are considered less-lethal devices, it is 

recognized they are devices firing rounds capable of serious injury or death, and 
must be deployed with this as a major consideration in its use. 

2. The SL6 and 40mm launcher offer alternatives to deadly force in certain situations 
such as knife wielding subjects, suicidal subjects, and barricaded subjects. 

3. The SL6 and 40mm launcher are designed as less than lethal devices.  
4. The decision to deploy the SL6 or 40mm launcher in situations other than training 

will be at the direction of a supervisor. 
5. The SL6 or 40mm launcher will only be fired by those qualified and trained in its 

use and are current in their qualifications. 
6. The SL6 and 40mm launcher and their ammunition will be kept stored in the 

department's armory or in the trunk of supervisor’s vehicles. 
7. Routine maintenance of the SL6 and 40mm launcher will be done by a 

department Armorer. 
8. Any subject struck with a less lethal projectile will be examined by medics and 

necessary aid rendered. 
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Pepper Ball Launcher: 
1. PepperBall projectiles are another alternative in the use of force continuum 

that may be used in circumstances to de-escalate a potentially dangerous 
situation with a reduced potential for death or serious physical injury to all 
persons involved. PepperBall projectiles are described as “non-lethal.” 

2. DEFINITION: PepperBall projectiles are projectiles designed for, and 
manufactured by Pepperball. Only Pepperball projectiles are to be used in the 
Pepperball launchers. The projectiles, when delivered by an air powered 
launching device, are designed to fracture into multiple pieces (referred to as 
being “frangible”) on impact with a subject or surface and release the contents 
whose active ingredient is PAVA. The plastic projectiles also deliver a low 
degree of kinetic energy. 

3. USE:  PepperBall projectiles are department issued items, and are to be used 
only by trained department personnel. 

A. The use of PepperBall projectiles are considered to be a force level of “impact 
devices” when deployed to areas of the suspect’s body that are considered 
unlikely to cause death or serious physical injury. 

B. Members may use PepperBall Projectiles at the same level of force where 
other impact devices are justified, as well as for area saturation or in situations 
where PAVA restraints are appropriate for use on aggressive individuals or 
animals. 

C. Intentionally targeting of the head, neck, and spine should be avoided. 
 
Impact Munitions Remington 870 Shotgun: 
1. Specialty Impact Bean Bag Munitions may be utilized in conjunction with other 

force options or alone when other options are deemed to be ineffective, 
inappropriate, or impractical. 

2. A department issued pump action shotgun that is capable of delivering a less-
lethal bean bag round is conspicuously marked so as to be used only for the 
deployment of specialty impact munitions. 

3. The department issued round will be the 12 ga. drag stabilized bean bag  
 cartridge. 
4. Only members of the Lacey Police Department who are trained and authorized 

in the use of specialty impact munitions may utilize the specialty impact 
munitions shotgun. 

5. Loading and unloading of the specialty munitions shot gun is the sole 
responsibility of the certified officer.  

6. At the start of the shift each officer will inspect the weapon, ensuring that it is 
unloaded, in working order, and the exterior “side saddle” shell carrier affixed 
to the less lethal shotgun only contains Super-Sock bean bag cartridges. The 
officer will ensure the weapon is stored unloaded in the vehicle shotgun rack. 
The weapon will be carried with the chamber empty, safety “on”, and slide 
closed in the forward position with the specialty impact bean bag munitions 
stored in the “side saddle” shell carrier mounted on the weapon.  

7. Officers will only load the shotgun with Super-Sock bean bag cartridges prior 
to its deployment for a designated incident. It is imperative that the officer 
identify each round as a specialty impact munitions prior to loading the round 
into the shotgun.   
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 The officer will unload the weapon, replace the unused cartridges back in the 
side saddle shell carrier, and securely store the unloaded shotgun in its 
designated vehicle rack.  

8. Under no circumstance will an officer load any lethal ammunition into a 
designated specialty impact munitions shotgun. 

9. Any subject struck with a less lethal projectile will be examined by medics and 
necessary aid rendered. 


